Glycemic crises in patients with hematologic malignancies.
Persons with hematologic malignancies such as leukemia, lymphoma, or myeloma often have coexisting medical conditions. Among these may be diabetes mellitus. The physiologic and psychologic stress of diagnosis and treatment may precipitate the life-threatening complications of DKA or HHNS in this group of patients. People with personal risk factors may develop diabetes mellitus secondary to diagnosis and treatment and present with either DKA or HHNS. It is essential that the health care team have a heightened awareness of potential complications. These are complex syndromes involving severe hyperglycemia, metabolic acidosis, fluid and electrolyte imbalances, and neurologic and cardiovascular collapse. Working collaboratively with the critical care team to provide optimal care, nurses play an essential role in the management of these challenging complications of diabetes mellitus.